
**Public Comments -- Please limit comments to 3 minutes. 
 

Keweenaw County Planning Commission 
Formal Hearing 6:00 PM 

January 31, 2017 
 

Formal hearing for the Keweenaw County Ordinance, 
Land Use Plan and Land Use Map 

 
Chairman called the Formal Hearing to order at 6:05. 
 
Roll Call: Jon Soper, Chair    John Parsons Vice Chair 
  Richard Schaefer, Member  Tom Hall, Member 
  Steve Siira, Member   Ned Huwatschek, Member 
  Jim Vivian, Commissioner  
  Ann Gasperich Zoning Administrator 

 
5 Member quorum is present and the meeting was appropriately posted.   Chairman 
Soper welcomed Jim Vivian as the Board of Commissioners liaison. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The Chairman opened the Public Hearing and gave opening remarks.  He explained 
how the Land Use Plan is a legal document, however not a law.  The Zoning 
Ordinance is the basis for zoning in Keweenaw County and as an ordinance, can be 
enforced.  The Land Use Plan is to reflect the way Keweenaw County desires to grow 
and change in the next 20 years.  Any change to the Zoning map, must appear as a 
recommendation within the Land Use Plan and Map.   
 
Jon explained the process of meetings and public hearings for the Land Use Plan 
and Land Use Map.  He thanked Ann for all of her time and hard work to bring this 
project to completion. 
 
Jon then went on to discuss the ordinance amendments and explain the process.  
The changes were reviewed and discussed.  He then asked Ann to go over the 
process and changes, she did. Inclusions attached. 
 
Jon then opened the floor for Testimony from the Public: 

James Rovano thanked the Commission for all of their hard work. He said the 
ordinance, land use plan and map are like our constitution – new things come up 
over time and must be addressed.  Thank you. 

Barb Foley spoke to internet rentals are here to stay, the proposed changes 
address this and the changes are fair. 

John Parsons voiced his concern over the wording, “only registered guests.” 
Mark McEvers stated that he was in support of the changes; this is a 

protection of the neighborhood people. 
 
M/S Vivian/Siira to close the formal hearing at 7:10, passed 
 
 



**Public Comments -- Please limit comments to 3 minutes. 
 

Keweenaw County Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda  

 
Call the Regular Meeting to order at 7:10. 
 
M/S Schaefer/Hall to approve the agenda, passed. 
 
M/S Hall/Siira  to approve minutes of the regular meeting on December 6, 2016 
meeting, passed. 
 
Guests: Dan Harri, George Twardzik, Bill Eddy, Dan Steck, Mark Ahlborn, Kathy and 
Mark McEvers, Mark Vichich, Jim Rovano, Mary Long, Barb Foley, Brian Sten, Gary 
Erickson, Mike and Patty Lydon. 
 
Public Comment – Mark Ahlborn updated the commission on the public ownership 
proposal of logging road.  He received good information from Trina at GMO and will 
continue his information gathering.  He is also continuing conversation with 
agencies in support of routing fiber optic to Copper Harbor. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 George Twardzik and Dan Harri updated the Commission on the plan for 
Harbor Town Resort. 
 

M/S Schaefer/Huwatschek To approve the amendments to the County 
Zoning Ordinance as presented and forward to the County Board of Commissioners 
the recommendation to adopt. Motion passed with Vivian abstaining.  

 
M/S Schaefer/Huwatschek To approve the new Land Use Plan with the 

noted inclusions and forward to the County Board of Commissioners the 
recommendation to adopt. Motion passed with Vivian abstaining.  
 

M/S Schaefer/Parsons To approve the new Land Use Map with noted 
inclusions and forward to the County Board of Commissioners the recommendation 
to adopt. Motion passed with Vivian abstaining.  
 
New Business – there was none. 
 

The Zoning Administrator’s Report was presented and is attached.  
 
Final Public Comments - - none 
 
Commission Final Comments:  Steve Siira gave a ZBA update, The Oath of Office 
was taken. One training session held and another scheduled for March 14.  
 
Set 2017 meeting schedule 

Dates – Last Tuesday of the Month 
Time 6:00 PM 
 
Next regular meeting February 28, 2017 6:00 PM  

 
M/S Hall/Huwatschek to Adjourn  



2017 Amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 

 

Section 2.3 DEFINITIONS   
Definitions of Dwelling, Rental – Short and Long Term 

 
Dwelling, Rental – Short Term  A dwelling unit for rental purposes with duration of less than 120 
days. 
 
Dwelling, Rental – Long Term A dwelling unit for rental purposes with duration of 120 days or 
more.  

12/6/2016 M/S Ned/Steve, passed  
 

Table 5-2 and 7.18 Minimum Requirements for Single Family Dwellings  
Tiny Homes & Qualification for SFD - M/S John Parsons /Tom Hall to remove the 
square feet requirement on table 5-2 and to change the heading from Minimum 
requirement floor area per unit building or structure as measured at ground 
level to Minimum requirement as established in the Michigan Residential Code. 
 2015 12 08. . Passed with Ray Chase abstaining. 

 
Table 5-3 Water setbacks in RS-1.  The setback from the water in RS-1 shall be the 
average of the setbacks for the structures on the same platted block with a 
minimum of 20 feet. 

. M/S Tom/John Mar 29, 2016 . Passed with Ray Chase abstaining. 
 

 
Section 7.32 KEEPING OF ANIMALS AND LIVESTOCK 

7.32 B. b Backyard poultry remove the words, “due to noise.” 
 M/S John/Tom Feb 23, 2016 . Passed with Ray Chase abstaining. 
 

 
10.12.17  Dwelling, Rental – Short Term: Short term rental dwellings are permitted 
as a Single Family Overnight Occupancy Conditional Use in the R, RR, CE, AG, RS-1 
and RS-2 Districts when in conformance with the following requirements: 

� The minimum lot size and yard requirements shall conform with 
district requirements in Article V.  

� Adequate off-street parking spaces shall be provided which are 
appropriate to the neighborhood and the occupancy of the home.   

� The applicant shall abide by all Federal, State and Local Health and 
Safety regulations as pertains to a Short Term Transient Rental 
Property.  

� No receptions, private parties or activities shall be permitted except 
for those which involve only registered guests. 

� Retail sales are not permitted. 
� Meals shall not be served to the public at large.  



� The outdoor storage of trash or rubbish shall be screened per the 
requirements of Section 15.5.3.Signage shall conform to the 
requirements of Article XVI.  

06/28/2016 M/S John/Ned The new section 10.12.17 Dwelling Rental Short 
Term: was approved with Ray Chase abstaining. 
 
9/27/16 M/S John/Ned to include within 10.12.17 No receptions, private 
parties or activities shall be permitted except for those which involve only 
registered guests. Motion passed with Ray Chase abstaining.  

 
Section 19.13, 6 page 19-8 – change to read  

6. The proposed variance does not permit the establishment of any use which is 
not permitted by right within the district. or any use or dimensional variance for 
which a Special Use Permit is necessary. 

 
2015 12 08 M/S Jon/John Section 19.13 B item 6 to place a period after the 
word district and delete the remainder of the sentence.   Passed with Ray 
Chase abstaining.  
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� Zoning Admin Report �  

Date:  January 31, 2017 
To:  Planning Commission 
From:  Ann Gasperich, Zoning Administrator 
Re:  Report for 2016 

……………………………………………………………… 
� Administrative    

� 35 Zoning Permits Issued 
� 10 911 Addresses Provided 
� 84 Electrical Permits Issued 
� 60 Mechanical Permits Issued 

� 24 Plumbing Permits Issued 

� 14 Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Permits Issued 

� 49 Construction Permits Issued 

� 4 Commercial 

� 9 New Homes 
� 10 Additions 
� 7 Garages 
� 4 Pole Barns 
� 9 Alterations/Repair 
� 1 Boat Shed 
� 1 Demolition 

� 1 Administrative Waiver Granted 
 

� Tickets Issued – none 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
M. Ann Gasperich 


